“Smart Kids Ride Safe” Pledge
I, [type or print full name]__________________________________________________, pledge with , to be a Smart Kid who Rides Safe.

Riding in a car is not a "joy ride".  I realize that the person who drives a car has a big responsibility to keep me and others in the car safe, as well as to make sure that people in other cars and on the street be safe.   A driver's job is becoming harder, because there are more cars on the road.  Also, there are distractions like cell phones, radios, fast food, and noisy children in the car.  These combine to make driving more dangerous than when my grandparents drove.  The danger is that more people might be hurt or killed.

There is more.  Many people are saying that we must use cars less and must use only fuel-efficient cars, because we must save on gasoline.  There are children at my school who have asthma, which is made worse by polluting cars.

Driving is necessary, but not fun, because a driver has to alert to the bad things which might happen to people.  While I am too young to drive, I am not too young to make driving better.  I can become a "Designated Rider", who makes sure that every trip by car be necessary, safe, and healthful.

I promise

1 to be a responsible rider, which means that I will wear my seatbelt when I must, without anybody having to remind me, and I will remind everyone in the car to do the same if he has forgotten;

2 to bring a book or something quiet to keep myself and other children busy, because I know that noise can make it hard for a driver to do their job, even dangerous if he/she does not hear a fire engine or an ambulance;

3 to be sure that a cell phone, loud radio or food not distract a driver from the job of driving;

4 to plan my trips with my parents, brothers, and sisters, so that we make fewer trips, thereby making less pollution and saving more gasoline;

5 to talk about fuel-efficient cars, in order to help my parents, uncles, and aunts make good decisions when buying cars;

6 to ask a driver to slow down or stop if she is driving too fast, is sleepy or is unable to control the car well.

As a "Designated Rider", I am a model for others.  I know that, as I practice being a model, my family, friends, and community will be safer and healthier.  In exchange for a free “Drivers Safety Notification Sign” when I become a license driver, I will display the safety signs during the first 6 months of learning how to drive.  I am aware that, by honoring my promises, I might receive a prize through Smart Kids Ride Safe.  At the same time, if I do not act as a model all the time, then the chance would increase that somebody would get hurt or sick. 

_____________________________ ______________________________ ____________

Signed Name




Signed by Parent-Witness

Date

Address to Reach the Parent_______________________________________________________
There are to be three copies with original signatures:  one for the child, one for the parent, and one to be mailed to the “Smart Teens Drive Safe Foundation, P.O. Box 23122, Columbia, SC 29224.

